
Proximity refers to 
the way in which  
elements are 
grouped together.
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An effective grid cre-
ates a clear division 
of information. 
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PROXIMITY

The more columns you create, 
the more flexible the grid  
becomes. 



Compositions are 
simplified by group-
ing text, images, and 
white space. When 
proximity isn't used, 
it creates disorga-
nized space and 
complex formats.
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Law of thirds occur to organize 
the compositional space.
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Weak perimeter  
edges (no elements 
near the edges)  
create compositions 
that look squeezed.
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WHITE SPACE

Space is an area  
activated by the ele-
ments.  It is the active 
and visible distance 
or area between and 
around, above, and 
below or within the 
elements used in one 
project design.



Swiss School: Typographers, Jan Tschichold and Herbert Bay-
er, addressed the grid with a modular approach. For the first time, 
white space was used as a dynamic component in layout design.

WHITE SPACE

The eye processes 
information from the 
top left corner.



Design is as much  
an act of spacing as 
an act of marking. 
The positive space is 
as important as the 
negative gaps.

WHITE SPACE



Grids reinforce the visual hierarchy of 
the design by providing a place where 
elements should go in the layout, mak-
ing it easier to scan objects. 



Reading Patterns:  
Users read left to right, top to bottom. They also prefer to scan 
pages versus read them. They either scan in a Z or F pattern. 

-Put important points in the first two paragraphs. 

-Bold important words and phrases. 

-Use bullet points instead of  long windy sentences.

-Cut unnecessary content.

-Organize info using headlines and subheads. Users should 
get the gist within the first two words of titles.



Columns and Alleys: A grid is made up of two main components: 
columns and alleys. Columns are the building blocks of grids. The 
space between columns is referred to as alleys. Together, col-
umns and alleys take up the horizontal width of the screen. 



Columns: The 12-column grid is a popular choice; however, 
select the number of columns you really need for your design. 
There’s no point in using a 12-column grid if an 8 column grid is all 
that is needed.



Horizontal and Vertical Spacing: Horizontal spacing (i.e. the 
space between content blocks) and the vertical spacing (between 
columns) should be consistent, which makes the overall structure 
cleaner and the content easier to visually consume.




